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Trying times

The 2020s will be a robust period 
for global disputes activity.
Fired by an already-slowing global economy, the increasing complexities of international 
trade and a tougher regulatory framework across many industries, the 2020s will be 
an increasingly busy period for sizeable commercial disputes around the world. The 
long-term expansion of high-end contentious work shows no sign of abating, despite 
mounting concerns over escalating costs of litigation and arbitration. The inevitable 
volatility hitting many industries in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic will further 
charge a humming disputes arena, but this is just one of many drivers. “The pipeline 
of work is not going to be dependent on pandemic-related work,” says Essex Court 
Chambers’ Joe Smouha QC, summing up the consensus at the Bar. “My court diary is 
already full until the middle of 2022. If I look across chambers, top to bottom people are 
really busy. New work is coming in very rapidly.”

Noting the dramatic growth in large disputes, HFW partner Damian Honey comments: 
“The real big set piece litigation – Russian oligarch against Russian oligarch, a big piece of 
claimant litigation backed by a funder – that sort of litigation has grown enormously over 
the last five years and that is just set to continue.”

This view is echoed by practitioners across London, Europe, the Middle East, the US 
and Asia-Pacific. Among the areas tipped to be busy through the decade are fraud 
and white-collar crime, competition litigation and commodities disputes, while the 
traditional mainstays of construction and shipping litigation will be underpinned by heavy 
infrastructure spending and a fractious global trading environment. Unsurprisingly, many 
practitioners foresee insolvency-related activity of a kind not witnessed since the early 1990s.
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HFW has one of the most active disputes practices in the market, covering litigation, 
international arbitration and alternative forms of dispute resolution.

We have more than 350 specialist disputes lawyers across the Americas, Europe, the 
Middle East and Asia-Pacific, handling high-value, complex, multi-party and multi-
jurisdictional disputes, including fraud and asset recovery, insolvency, class actions, and 
enforcement actions.

Our expert lawyers frequently litigate on behalf of clients in counts around the world.
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